INTEGRATED BEVERAGE HOLDER 


FIELD 

[0001] The present invention relates to insulated containers generally and more 

particularly to insulated containers with beverage holders. 

BACKGROUND 

[0002] Insulated food and beverage containers or 'coolers' are very common among 

American households. They can most often be seen on trips to a picnic or the beach. A 
problem with picnics is finding a place to put down the beverage container on a level location. 
Anyone who has ever been there knows the problem with having beverages at the beach. 
That is, sand gets blown and/or kicked into the beverage containers. To provide a level 
surface and to prevent sand from entering the beverage containers, many coolers have been 
designed with beverage holders to elevate the cup, soda can or bottle off of the sandy ground. 
[0003] While cooler mounted beverage holders may alleviate some problems, 

conventional beverage holders create new problems for the cooler user. For example, 
typically the beverage holder extends into the cooler storage space even when the beverage 
holder is not in use. Hence, less food and/or drinks can be packed into the cooler and 
transported to the desired destination. A further problem is that the beverage holder affords 
no cooling to the beverage. 

[0004] Therefore, an improved cooler mounted beverage holder is needed. 

SUMMARY 

[0005] An insulated container includes a body, a cover and an expandable beverage 

holder. The body includes outer walls and a base to define a storage space and to prevent heat 
transfer out of the storage space. The cover is configured to couple with the body and to 
prevent heat transfer out of the storage space. The expandable beverage holder is configured 
to couple to the cover and to hold a beverage container when expanded. 
[0006] In one aspect of the invention, the expandable beverage holder is configured to 

extend away from the storage space when expanded. 
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[0007] In another aspect of the invention, the expandable beverage holder is configured 

to extend into the storage space when expanded. 

[0008] In another aspect of the invention, bottom of the expandable beverage holder is 

configured to prevent heat transfer. 

[0009] In another aspect of the invention, sides of the expandable beverage holder are 

configured to allow heat transfer. 

[0010] In another aspect of the invention, the body and the cover of the insulated 

container are soft-sided. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[001 1] Figure 1 is a perspective view showing an insulated container with an integrated 

beverage holder, according to one embodiment of the present invention; 
[0012] Figure 2 is a top view of an integrated beverage holder coupled to the cover of 

an insulated container (cover-beverage holder combination), according to one embodiment of 
the present invention; 

[0013] Figure 3 is a sectional view of the cover-beverage holder combination depicted 

in Figure 2, where the expandable beverage holder is in a collapsed position, according to one 
embodiment of the invention; 

[0014] Figure 4 is a sectional view of the cover-beverage holder combination depicted 

in Figure 3, where the expandable beverage holder is in an expanded position, according to one 
embodiment of the invention; 

[0015] Figure 5 is a sectional view of the cover-beverage holder combination depicted 

in Figure 2, where the expandable beverage holder is in a collapsed position, according to 
another embodiment of the invention; and 

[0016] Figure 6 is a sectional view of the cover-beverage holder combination depicted 

in Figure 5, where the expandable beverage holder is in an expanded position, according to one 
embodiment of the invention. 


DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
[0017] Figure 1 is a perspective view showing an insulated container with an integrated 
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beverage holder 100, according to one embodiment of the present invention. The insulated 
container with an integrated beverage holder includes a body 110, a cover 120, and an 
expandable beverage holder 130. In one embodiment, the body comprises outer walls and a 
base to define a storage space for storing food and drinks. The outer walls and base of the 
body are also configured to prevent heat transfer out of the storage space. The cover is 
configured to couple with the body and to prevent heat transfer out of the storage space. The 
expandable beverage holder is configured to couple to the cover and to hold a beverage 
container when expanded. The expandable beverage holder is one type of integrated 
beverage holder in accordance with the invention. The expandable beverage holder may be 
used to hold a can, bottle and/or other types of beverage containers or items. 
[001 8] In one aspect, the expandable beverage holder 1 30 is expanded using a 

telescoping construction. In another aspect, the expandable beverage holder is expanded 
using an extending, snapping, and/or popping construction. These beverage holder 
constructions are exemplary only and the beverage holder may be of any suitable construction. 
[0019] In one aspect, coupling of the body 1 10 to the cover 120 includes a zipper. In 

another aspect, the coupling of the body to the cover includes a snap. In yet another aspect, 
the coupling of the body to the cover includes a hinge. These body-cover couplings are 
exemplary only and the body-cover coupling may be any suitable type of coupling. 
[0020] In one aspect, the body 110 and the cover 120 are soft-sided. In another aspect, 

the body and the cover are hard-sided. The body and/or cover, however, may be constructed 
of any suitable material and is not limited to hard and soft materials. 

[0021] Figure 2 is a top view of an integrated beverage holder coupled to the cover of 

the insulated container (cover-beverage holder combination), according to one embodiment of 
the present invention. In this embodiment, the expandable beverage holder 130 is coupled to 
or 'integrated' into the cover 120. Line A- A is applied in Figures 3-6 below. 
[0022] Figure 3 is a sectional view of the cover-beverage holder combination depicted 

in Figure 2, where the expandable beverage holder is in a collapsed position, according to one 
embodiment of the invention. The cover-beverage holder combination includes the cover 120 
and the expandable beverage holder 1 30. In the embodiment depicted in Figure 3, the 
expandable beverage holder is configured to extend away from the storage space when 
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expanded. Thus, in one aspect, the collapsed expandable beverage holder lies partially above 
the cover 120 so that the expandable beverage holder can extend away from the storage space 
when expanded. 

[0023] Figure 4 is a sectional view of the cover-beverage holder combination depicted 

in Figure 3, where the expandable beverage holder is in an expanded position, according to one 
embodiment of the invention. The cover-beverage holder combination includes the cover 120 
and the expandable beverage holder 130. The expandable beverage holder includes beverage 
holder sides (sides) 135. 

[0024] In one aspect, the beverage holder sides 135 are pulled away from the cover 120 

so that the sides telescope upwards (away from the storage space), forming the beverage holder. 
To collapse the beverage holder, the sides may be compressed. In another aspect, the 
beverage holder may be locked in an 'upright' or 'deployed' position. 

[0025] Figure 5 is a sectional view of the cover-beverage holder combination depicted 

in Figure 2, where the expandable beverage holder is in a collapsed position, according to 
another embodiment of the invention. The cover-beverage holder combination includes the 
cover 120 and the expandable beverage holder 130. In the embodiment depicted in Figure 5, 
the expandable beverage holder is configured to extend into the storage space when expanded. 
Thus, in one aspect, the collapsed expandable beverage holder lies below or partially below the 
cover 120 so that the expandable beverage holder can extend into the storage space when 
expanded. 

[0026] Figure 6 is a sectional view of the cover-beverage holder combination depicted 

in Figure 5, where the expandable beverage holder is in an expanded position, according to one 
embodiment of the invention. The cover-beverage holder combination includes the cover 120 
and the expandable beverage holder 130. The expandable beverage holder includes the 
beverage holder sides 135 and a beverage holder bottom (bottom) 140. 
[0027] In one aspect, the beverage holder bottom 140 is configured to prevent heat 

transfer out of the storage space. In another aspect, the beverage holder sides 135 are 
configured to allow heat transfer. If the beverage holder bottom prevents heat transfer and the 
beverage holder sides allow heat transfer then the temperature of the beverage may be better 
maintained when the beverage container is inserted in the beverage holder. That is, a cold 
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beverage can be kept cool when inserted in the beverage holder, where the temperature of the 
storage space is colder than outside air; and a hot beverage can be kept warm when inserted in 
the beverage holder, where the temperature of the storage space is warmer than outside air. 
[0028] In one aspect, the beverage holder sides 135 are pulled away from the cover 120 

so that the sides telescope downwards (into the storage space), forming the beverage holder. 
To collapse the beverage holder, the sides may be compressed. In another aspect, the 
beverage holder may be locked in a 'deployed' position. 

[0029] The present invention provides a beverage holder which allows increased 

storage capacity of insulated containers. The beverage holder also can limit heat transfer out 
of a beverage container. 

[0030] Having disclosed exemplary embodiments and the best mode, modifications 

and variations may be made to the disclosed embodiments while remaining within the subject 
and spirit of the invention as defined by the following claims. 
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